

	
	
		
			Skip to content		
		
	


	
		
			
				
	

	[image: ]Transgender Map
by Andrea James



	





	
	

			Start here!


	For trans + people


		Women / transfeminine

	Men / transmasculine

	Gender diverse / nonbinary +




	For gender questioning people

	For allies & supporters

	For everyone else

	Sitemap




	Options


	Social

	Legal

	Medical

	Financial

	Resources




	Youth


	For young visitors

	For parents

	For educators

	For healthcare providers




	Issues


	Topics


		Academia

	Activism

	Athletes

	Housing

	Media

	Military service

	Prisoners

	Public accommodation

	Youth issues




	Groups

	Concepts

	People





	




	




	
	
		

	
		Search for...
	
	
	
					
				
				
						
			
	

	



	



	
	
		
			


	




							

		

	






	
		
			
				
	

	[image: ]Transgender Map
by Andrea James



	





	
	
					
				
				
				
			
					Navigation Menu
	

 


	




							

		

	





	
		
			
				

	
	
		

	
		Search for...
	
	
	
					
				
				
						
			
	

	



	





	
	
		
			


	




							

		

	





	
				
			
								
						
						
						
					
								
			Navigation Menu					
			
		

					
						
	
	

			Start here!

	For trans + people

		Women / transfeminine

	Men / transmasculine

	Gender diverse / nonbinary +




	For gender questioning people

	For allies & supporters

	For everyone else

	Sitemap




	Options

	Social

	Legal

	Medical

	Financial

	Resources




	Youth

	For young visitors

	For parents

	For educators

	For healthcare providers




	Issues

	Topics

		Academia

	Activism

	Athletes

	Housing

	Media

	Military service

	Prisoners

	Public accommodation

	Youth issues




	Groups

	Concepts

	People





	




	



					

	







	

	
Virginia transgender resources





	
	


	
				
			
Below are resources in Virginia for our community, part of this site’s American resources by state. See also major US-based trans websites and national advocacy groups.




Health




Transgender surgery options in Virginia




UVA Health (uvahealth.com)




	Transgender Health Services





World Professional Association of Transgender Health (wpath.org)




	Member search: Virginia





Planned Parenthood (plannedparenthood.org)




	Charlottesville Health Center
	Hampton Health Center
	Richmond Health Center
	Roanoke Health Center
	Virginia Beach Health Center





Life in Balance Counseling and Wellness Center (lifeinbalancecenter.com)




	Erin Sullivan, LCSW – Therapy





Resources




Campaign for Southern Equality (southernequality.org)




	Excellent Trans in the South resource guide





AGLA (agla.org)




	Northern Virginia LGBTQ community





Diversity Richmond (diversityrichmond.org)




	LGBTQ support in the Richmond area





LGBT Life Center (lgbtlifecenter.org)




	LGBT support in Norfolk and surrounding areas. 





Roanoke Diversity Center (roanokediversitycenter.com)




	LGBTQ  support in the Roanoke area.





Shenandoah Valley Equality (svgla.org)




	LGBTQ support in the Shenandoah Valley.





Side by Side (sidebysideva.org)




	Supports LGBTQ youth in Richmond.





Legal




National Center for Transgender Equality (transequality.org)




	ID Documents Center | Virginia





Human Rights Campaign (hrc.org)




	Virginia





Williams Institute (williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu)




	Virginia





From a reader in March 2007, who had prevously done a common law name change. Her original note:




I began transitioning at 24 years old, and found that it was quite easy to pass after only a short time on hormones.  I began living my new life almost immediately.  A year had gone by before I started thinking about updating my various form of identification.  By that time, I was PETRIFIED at the thought of  being outed by the name change process…. so I changed my name through common law.

After a lot of research, I found that since I had been using my new name exclusively for quite some time, I  was eligible to have it changed on my vital documents without a court order.  The SS administration was willing to change my name after I provided several ordinary documents showing my new name.  These included my medical bills, which had been readily changed by my pro-trans doctor.  Once I had my new SS card, I applied for a new passport.  Since I had my old passport to verify residency and I was able to present one form of ID in my new name, I was able to have a friend sign an affidavit attesting to my name and identity as she knew is (in my new name).  Those Items were enough to get my new passport.  I had the gender designation changed at that time as well, with a letter from my therapist stating that I would need ID verifying  my chosen gender in order to fulfill my real lift test requirement.  Once my new passport arrived, I was able to change my driver’s license using my SS card and passport as proof (incidentally, they  automatically changed my gender designation at that time as well, relying on what the passport said and probably by assuming that I had already had surgery).  With my new IDs I began filing all paperwork with my new name, and was able to get the IRS to make the change based on the fact that the federal government had already acknowledged the change.  Make sense?  Well it’s a very convoluted way to go about things and I have found, to this day, that it’s an uphill struggle each time I must convince people that my name has legally changed. 

Five years has gone by since then, and I am a thinking about buying a house.  Of course, I’m running into trouble dealing with mortgage brokers.  They don’t understand why my name is  different from what it reads on my credit report.  Most have suggested that I must get the mortgage under my ‘real’ name.  It’s impossible to explain to them that my current name IS  my real and legal name.  Rather than deal with the nightmare of getting the credit agencies to recognize my new name, I thought I’d finally just get a court order…. except for one small problem….

Since my new name is also my legal name, I can not produce any identification in my old name, except for my birth certificate, which won’t be accepted by the court because it doesn’t have a picture.  Since I can’t change my name to the exact same name, I seemingly won’t ever be able to get a court order…..!  The “your current, legal name” box, and your “desired name” box would be the same!!!





(March 2007 follow-up)




I’m sorry for the late response, but I wanted to take a minute and let you know how things turned out with my name change quandary.  Ironically, It turns out that Virginia doesn’t require a court appearance or any public notice for an name change, so my reason for putting this off all these years was mute. Anyway, all I needed to do was fill out a one page form, have it notarized and submit it to the circuit court clerk.  I was worried that since I had already changed all my ID’s to my new name through use of common law statutes, I would never be able to file an official petition (can’t change your name to your name sort of thing).  Anyway, Virginia’s petition form allows for the petitioner of the court to be a different name than the name of the person changing their name.  It read sort of like, “I, [petitioner] request that [old name] be changed to [new name] sworn and signed  [petitioner].  The document doesn’t make any link between the petitioner and the name change person.  Since the person signing the form is the petitioner, but not necessarily the person having a name change, I was able to use my current name and ID to file the papers.  I didn’t have to provide any information beyond that.  I don’t know if this is a loop hole or intentionally provided for just such a situation, but the court ordered the change and the official copy arrived in the mail in under a week! 
  
Thanks again for your help.  I hope this information will be useful to other women.




In June 2006, a reader sent this:




Virginia has not only gone high-tech (electronic forms), but also now only has a single form to fill in, with questions on the form to categorize them instead of having the 4 individual forms like before.  All of the gender-specific terms have been removed, and you also no longer have to state a reason for the name change.  You just fill in the form with the information as it appears on your birth certificate and click on the “Print for submission to court” button at the top of the form when you are done.  You then head over to the Clerk of the Circuit Court and sign it in front of them and have them acknowledge your signature (you can go to a Notary Public, but you’ll have to submit the form to the circuit court clerk anyway, so rather just kill two birds with one stone).
 
I’ve attached two files:




*	namechangeformi.pdf  –  Instructions for filling out the form.
*	namechangeformc.pdf  –  The electronically fillable and printable form (note that you cannot save the filled out version of the form)




In February 2004 a reader sent the following:




ONLY If this is you first name change and you do NOT have a felony conviction then you can use [this form] – outdated link.

Changing one’s name in Virginia is a relatively simple process.





You will have to go to the law library (there in one in every court house) first and request one of the four name change forms. They will have a copy there for you to reproduce




The forms are as follows:




First name change without a felony conviction.
Second name change without a felony conviction.
First name change with a felony conviction.
Second name change with a felony conviction.





(This is Virginia… YOU figure out why they have to have four seperate forms!)

You then pick out and photo copy only the form that applies to you. Unfortunately Virginia is mired in the mud in many ways and legislation once approved here can literally take centuries to have amended.





This particular legislation was written back in the day when the typewriter was the newest state of the art in document perpetrations, long before photo copiers were even dreamed of, so this form has to be “typewritten.”





Don’t worry about where do I find a typewriter, just copy the form and take it home or to the library and reproduce it on a computer with the right data inserted. 





Once done, your signature on it has to be notarized before filing. When you have finished with all this simply take the completed and notarized form back to the Clerk of the Court for your City or County and hand it to them with thirty one dollars cash.

In a few weeks you will receive your second page back with a judges signature. 

That’s it ! You are now legally Ms. ——-!

Several Notes on this process in Virginia!

A hand written form or a photo copy of the appropriate form with your data inserted by hand will be rejected out right by the Clerk so even don’t bother trying this Just take the copy you made in the law library, word process the darn thing and print! .

Secondly. The form does ask “Why you want to change your name.” This is the “Old Dominion” after all and home to slavery, the Capitol of the Confederacy and both Jerry Falwell and Pat Robertson. Judges here have absolutly incredible powers, particularly when it comes to exercising their own prejudices. To avoid this possibility, just say where it asks on the form that “I never liked my old name” which given that you are seeking to change it now is probably a very true statement!

Also you will need the date that your birth certificate was registered with the state in addition to the date that you were born. Don’t make up a date! Request a copy of your birth certificate if you don’t already have one! 

Lastly this form is mired in the last century and it is gendered, and like everything else in this state there is a “right way to do things.” So no matter how much it might gall you have to say “He” be sure that you choose to enter “he” or”him” everywhere that you have that choice. That is unless you have already had your SRS in which case you would of course enter “she” or “her.” To do otherwise runs the risk that the form will be kicked back.




From a reader in July 2005:




I recently submitted my name change form here in Virginia.  It cost $34 and you need to have 4 copies with you.  That is, for the first time name change, with no legal issues of any kind.


		

			







	
		
	
		
			
				
		
		
Was this helpful? Support my work!
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